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HEDRICK SMITH 
Chief Washington Correspondent 

Mr. Harold Weisberg 
7627 Old Receiver Road 
Frederick, MD 21701 


January 17, 1985 


Dear Mr. Weisberg: 


I appreciate your taking the trouble to send me your 
files on your case against fthe~’FBIuurid'er tfche '•'Freedom of 
Information Act. 


At this stage, however, I don't think there's a story 
in it for us. Sadly, the FBI and other agencies seem to 
hold all kinds of people at bay by asserting, in legal 
language, that technically. Freedom of Information Act appli- 
cants have not crossed all their Ts or dotted all their 
Is to the satisfaction of the FBI's courts. 


I 


It seemed pretty harsh that the district judge assessed 
the legal fees against you in this case, but I see you 
got absolved of that by appeals court. 

In any case, I don't at the moment see any special 
news wrinkle for us in your sad trials and tribulations . But 
if you think future development or future litigation is 
worth a story, let me know. 

With best regards and the hope that your future 
efforts are more fruitful. Lord knows we all need the 
Freedom of Information Act system to work better than it 
does . • 


Sincerely, 




Hedrick L. Smith 


Signed in his absence. 



